TJTispANiOLA is the second largest island of the four -^ •*• Greater Antilles in the West Indies: Cuba, Hispaniola, Jamaica, and Puerto Rico. It occupies an area of about 30,025 square miles 3 divided between the Republic of Haiti in its western third and separated by a frontier of about 193 miles long from the Dominican Republic that occupies about the eastern two-thirds.
Published reports of the soils of Hispaniola are probably limited to that of Pippin (4, 5) * on the soils of the Artibonite Plain in Haiti and to that of Balzarotti (1) on the podzolic soils in Santo Domingo. This paper presents information obtained on a reconnaissance 2-week tour made by the writer in August 1947, in the fields of the Central Romana Sugar Corporation in the southeastern coastal plain of the Dominican Republic.
PHYSIOGRAPHY OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
The Dominican Republic lies in the torrid zone between 17.5° and 20° north latitude and between 68.3°a nd 72° west longitude. It has a coastline of about 1,017 miles, an area of about 19,121 square miles, and an estimated population 3 for 1947 of 2,151,000. Sugar, cacao, coffee, rice, corn, beans, tobacco, plantains, bananas and livestock are the chief products.
On the basis of Vaughan and Cooke's (8) work, Schuchert (7) reports six physiographic provinces in the Dominican Republic. In this paper they are extended to eight to include the Samana and the southern peninsulas (Fig. 1 
